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• 2021 RWPs approved by 
TWDB Board January 2021

• 2022 State Water Plan 
adopted by TWDB Board 
July 2021

Approved Regional Plans -> Adopted State Plan



How We Plan

Existing 
Water 

Supplies

Projected 
Water 

Demand

Surplus 
(+) or 

Need (-)

What can we do to get more water?

How much will it cost?



Water Use Categories

Municipal Irrigation Livestock

Mining Manufacturing Steam Electric



Projected Texas population (millions)



Projected water demand vs existing water supplies 
(millions of acre-feet)

Increases 9%

Decreases 18%



Water needs (potential shortages) by water use 
category (acre-feet)



What else???



Here a plan, there a plan,
everywhere a plan plan!

• Regional water plans  
• State water plan
• Water conservation plans
• Drought contingency plans
• State emergency management plan
• Drought annex



Drought Contingency Plans
• What?
– What happens (locally) when the rain stops

• Who?
– All retail public water providers
– All wholesale public water providers
– All irrigation districts

• When?
– Everyone: every five years



Drought Annex
• What?
– What happens (statewide) when the rain stops

• Who?
– Consortium of state agencies and stakeholders
– Texas Department of Emergency Management leads
– Texas Commission on Environmental Quality often takes lead on local 

response

• When?
– Whenever. Now’s a good time…





Only plans???



2022 Interactive Texas State Water Plan





TWDB Rainfall (“Drought”) Forecast Tool

• County-level 
forecasts

• Interactive 
capability

Source: https://waterdatafortexas.org/drought/rainfall-forecasts
https://waterdatafortexas.org/drought/rainfall-forecast-info

Reference: Fernando, D.N., et al. 2015. Early warning of summer drought over Texas and the south
central United States: spring conditions as a harbinger of summer drought. Texas Water 
Development Board. 41 pp.  http://www.twdb.texas.gov/publications/reports/technical_notes/doc/TechnicalNote15-02.pdf)

https://waterdatafortexas.org/drought/rainfall-forecasts
https://waterdatafortexas.org/drought/rainfall-forecast-info
http://www.twdb.texas.gov/publications/reports/technical_notes/doc/TechnicalNote15-02.pdf


ENSO Outlook
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