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Alamogordo 
is located 

west of the 
100th

Meridian in 
the Tularosa 

Basin of 
south-central 
New Mexico



1851 map of Tularosa Basin 
The un-charted Wild West

Meinzer and Hare (1915)



Between 1880 and 1910 the Railroad and Well Drilling 
Technology Changes Everything – Alamogordo founded in 1898

J. L. Campbell (2005)
NMBMMR print No. 1471 Sacramento Mountain Historical Museum



Alamogordo - Fat Cottonwood 
Tree Reliant on Surface Water

Meinzer in 1911 –

The 

“God Father of Applied Hydrology” 

surveyed the Tularosa Basin 

to find limited 

surface water and abundance of 

brackish groundwater.



In the Beginning of the Alamogordo Regional 
Water Supply Project there were Creosote 
Bushes and One Prince Albert Can - 1998



Hey Steve! 
Help us find some brackish 

groundwater that
no one else wants!



And So it Began -

Criteria for identifying a brackish 
groundwater source for the project:

❖Adequate volume of stored groundwater of uniform
quality (TDS ~ 2,500 mg/L)

❖Potential for high well yield (>1,000 gpm)

❖Project will not impact agriculture

❖Proximity to Bonito Pipeline



searched all day



searched all night



Detailed map of 
fresh, brackish, and 
saline groundwater 
in the Tularosa Basin 
- YEAR 1999



Detailed mapped 
of fresh, brackish, 
and saline 
groundwater in the 
Tularosa Basin -
YEAR 1999
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I FOUND PUBLIC BRACKISH 
GROUNDWATER THAT NO 

ONE HAS CLAIMED!

YES!



Far away from 
agricultural 
development



Original Test Well RO Pilot Testing

YEAR 2002







LET’S START 
CLAIMING IT!



NO!

NO!

NO!



This is my public land and
no one can use it!



NO!

NO!

NO!



The city should #&^% 
So it will benefit me!



NO!

NO!

NO!



I’m going to win!



Let the 
Hearings 
BeginNMOSE 2003-04

District Court 2006-08
Court of Appeals 2009
NM Supreme court 2010
Final Permit 2010



Alamogordo Regional Water 
Supply Project 2015



MUSIC by California Guitar Trio


